[Combined chemotherapy with MMC, ADM, CDDP, etoposide (VP-16) and 5'-DFUR, (MACVD therapy) as a second-line chemotherapy for metastatic gastric cancer: three cases].
Three patients with chemotherapeutically pretreated metastatic gastric cancer were given MAC-VD therapy combining MMC, ADM, CDDP, Etoposide (VP-16) and 5'-DFUR. All were evaluable for their responses. Patients ranged in age from 49 to 61 years. Performance status scale (P.S.) grade 0 was two cases; and P.S. grade 1 was one case. The overall response rate, CR+PR, was 0+2/3 (66.7%). The response rate in the primary lesions was 0%, against 66.7% (2/3) in the liver, 100% (1/1) in the spleen, 100% (1/1) in the lung, and 0% in the abdominal lymph node metastasis. The chief manifestations of toxicity were hematologic, such as leukocytopenia, anemia and thrombocytopenia in 100% of the cases. Non-hematologic toxicity was seen in alopecia in 66.7%, diarrhea in 33.3%, fever in 33.3%, and pigmentation in 33.3%. Severe toxicity was not observed. From these data, the administration of MAC-VD therapy was considered tolerable and these data suggested that this therapy could be given as a second-line chemotherapy when initial treatment failed to obtain a response after a partial response.